


The Joe Murphy Column
A big weekend ahead of us this week with Billy Bilsland entire clearance sale being held in Newmains Pigeon Clubrooms; Manse Road Newmains Lanarkshire ML2 9BD. I have had quite a few enquiries from fanciers regarding Billy’s sale and I expect a big turnout of fanciers, as where will you ever have the chance to purchase direct National Winners. This will definitely be a once in a lifetime sale and I wish all purchasers of birds every success in the future. I hope they continue to breed top quality offspring for their new owners. I received an email this week from Kevin Ren of China; who noticed in my column that both of our dear friends - Billy Bilsland is holding his clearance sale this weekend 6th November. (Just goes to show you the power of the pigeon press; not just here in the UK, but throughout the World. For example, my column is read in Europe; Australia; New Zealand; America; Canada; Ireland; Netherlands; Italy; Malta; Mexico; Denmark; Philippines; Jamaica; Romania; Hungary; India; Pakistan; Argentina; South Africa; Spain; Portugal; France; Belgium; China; Japan; Taiwan; & Thailand, which you must agree covers nearly the whole world. How do I know this because the Canadian Pigeon International which I send a copy too every week, covers these countries which is quiet staggering, when you think of it really!!!) Kevin wrote; ‘Hi Joe, Kevin Ren here, sorry to hear that Billy is giving up pigeon racing... Please find below my testimonial for Billy's clearance sale on the 6th November and the attached image of the One Loft Race pigeon which was bred from a performance hen gifted to me by Billy; it won (21st in the final and the 11th Ace pigeon, Shanghai Hongyuan OLR in 2021). Kevin wrote; My Testimonial for Billy's Clearance Sale. 'It has been a good few-years since I first visited Billy, a fantastic family of pigeons put together by a great pigeon fancier and a true gentleman. Losing Billy Bilsland to the pigeon sport will be a sad day for Scotland and everyone who knows him. Billy gifted me a few good pigeons, one was a performance hen from the SNFC national. She bred me a few good OLR pigeons in China, a son of her won the 21st in the final and the 11th Ace pigeon, Shanghai Hongyuan OLR in 2021. I would like to thank Billy for his kindness and great pigeons and wish to report back more performance in the future from Billy's pigeons which are racing in China.' If you require more information or assistance with Billy's clearance sale, please let me know. Yours Kevin Ren’. I also received an email from John Baillie asking for a copy of Billy’s sale list. John also informed me that he and his wife are just back from holiday. He wrote, ‘I have been reading your notes on the SNFC young bird national and I totally agree with all the comments about the race. That is 2 years running that the birds north of the Tay have been totally shut out. Once again, the north section sending a good birdage. I spoke with one of the race controllers’ late mornings and said ‘There would be no birds into the north section and very few into section C on the night. As the forecast I had seen was that it had to close in by 5’oclock. Strange my 1st & 3rd birds were soaked, but the 2nd bird was dry. I’ve not ordered any 2023 rings, I will race the old birds out and see if I can cope with not racing the youngsters, if so, will call it a day or just breed late bred’s and train them in October and race them the following with whatever old birds survive the season. Hope you are both keeping well, regards John B’. I replied ‘Hi John, Hope you both had a good holiday and the weather was nice and sunny (where did you go). Thank You for your comments on my report on the YB National. I wish you well with your project re young birds next year. John replied, the weather was great in the Canadian Rockies, our youngest son and his fiancée (she is from Kinghorn in Fife) flew into Calgary and met us and then drove up through the Rockies. Plenty of wildlife, but no black or brown bears to be seen. Since coming home last week temperatures have dropped already to the minus. Just been up to caravan at the weekend, after our vaccinations then back up for a couple of nights with the grandkids. They both love it up there, probably because there is no mum and dad with them. Just not sure what I’m doing next year, but definitely no young racing, yours John B’. I replied to John, ‘Believe it or not our daughter & her partner are at Niagara Falls just now They text us saying they had just come off the ‘Maid of the Mist’ boat. They are both wet but said ‘It was a tremendous. Margaret and I also went on the ‘Maid of the Mist’ when we visited Canada and America a few years ago. A visit to New York was also a very special highlight; happy thoughts. 
SHU Trophy Winners 
I was to meet up with Robert Cormack and Phil Lynch during the week to go over the nominations for the SHU trophies, but unfortunately, I could not attend due to straining my chest while lifting a box into the attic. I forwarded my selection to Robert and he and Phil then went over the applications and he phoned me to say that they had agreed with my selection except for one trophy which after a discussion I agreed with them. To be honest as there was not too much between the 2 birds. Once Andy Frame has notified the winning fanciers and forwards me a list, I will publish the winners and the information on their winning pigeons. 
Joe’s Joke 

Four old retired guys are walking down a street in Glasgow; they turn a corner and see a sign that says, ‘Old Timers Bar - ALL drinks 10 pence'. They look at each other and then go in, thinking this is too good to be true. The old bartender says in a voice that carries across the room, ‘Come on in and let me pour one for you!  What'll it be Gentlemen?’. There seemed to be a fully-stocked bar, so each of the men ordered a whiskey. The bartender serves up four whiskey’s and says, ‘That'll be 10 pence each, please.’ The four men stare at the bartender for a moment...  then look at each other.  They can't believe their good luck they pay the 40 pence and order another round. Again 4 of the best whiskeys are produced with the bartender again saying, ‘That's 40 pence please.’ They pay the 40 pence but their curiosity is more than they can stand. Finally, one of the men says, ‘How can you afford to serve whiskey as good as these for 10 pence each?’. ‘I'm a retired brickie from Uddingston, the bartender said’, ‘I always wanted to own a bar. Last year I hit the Lottery jackpot and won £90 million and decided to open this place. Every drink cost 10 pence...wine, spirits, beer, it's all the same.’ ‘Wow!!!!  That's quite a story,’ says one of the men. The 4 of them sipped at their whiskey’s and couldn't help but notice 7 other people at the end of the bar who didn't have drinks in front of them, and hadn't ordered anything the whole time they were there. One-man of the 7 gestures to the bartender; pointing to the people at the end the bar without drinks; asks the bartender, "What's with them?" The bartender says, "Oh, they're all old retired codgers from Fife and they're waiting for the ‘Happy Hour’ when drinks are half price."


Please continue to keep the news flowing; to Joe Murphy Mystical Rose Cottage 2 Flutorum Avenue Thornton by Kirkcaldy KY1 4BD or phone 01592 770331 or Email to joejmurphy1@gmail.com REMEMBER THE J IN THE MIDDLE or you can also view online editions on: www.elimarpigeons.com www.fancierchat.co.uk www.pigeon-chat.co.uk - www.Pigeonbasics.com - Pigeon Racing the Basics! - thecanadianpigeoninternational.com www.internationalracingpigeon.com or https://sites.google.com/site/internationalracingpigeon/ Who wish my weekly contribution portfolio on pigeon topics from Scotland?
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