The Joe Murphy Column 
I start this week’s article with an apology to Mike Main of Aberdeen who I mentioned in my column 30th September; when this should have been Mike Massie of Aberdeen who wrote to me. I once again apologize to Mike Main for this mistake, which was all my own fault. 
Dundee & District Flying Club
	[bookmark: _Hlk115411711]Received an email from Brian Donnelly with the trophy winners for Dundee & District Flying Club for the 2022 season. Brian’s writes ‘Hi Joe, hope you and Margaret are well, please find a list of trophy winners for our club. Danny Henderson, is the winner of the ‘Old Bird average Cup’. He also won the ‘Wallace Cup’ for the best average from the 3 longest races. The W Donachie Cup for the best average longest old bird & longest young bird races. The Donachie Yearling Cup for the first yearling from the Newark race. J McBride; is the winner of the J. Sawers Memorial Cup for the first bird in the longest old bird race. The John Duthie Memorial Cup for the first bird in the longest inland race. The Hare Cup for the first yearling in the Longest inland race. He also won the Lowest winning velocity Cup for Old Birds. John Wiseman; was the winner of the Runner up for Old bird average. He also won the Donnelly Brothers cup for 1st bird from the second longest inland old bird race. D Phinn; is the winner of the Young bird average cup. He is also the winner of the Novice Shield for the best average first 3 x old birds and the first 3 x young bird races (this is for novices only) Hansen Brothers, were runners up for the Young bird average. C Watson; was the winner of the lowest winning velocity cup for young birds. Thank You once again for highlighting our club results in your weekly column, it has gone down well with the members and readers of your column, kindest regards Brian.’
If any other club or federation would like to highlight their 2022 winners then drop me an email with their names and races won. If you have photographs of these fanciers then please add them to your email. 

All Time Great
 
Without a doubt there have been some outstanding pigeon fanciers within this small country of Scotland over the years; going away back to Dr William Anderson of Armadale who won his 1st SNFC race away back in 1917 from Salisbury, he also won the national from Weymouth in 1918 (war time race) he then won the Rennes race in 1920. Another household name is the famous John Kirkpatrick from Annan who won Rennes in 1937 and Nantes in 1952. John MacGillivray & son of Forth who won the longest SNFC race from Nantes in 1956 & 1958; Our club mate Jimmy Hamilton of Kennoway won the Nantes national in 1966 with ‘Nan’s Pride’ who was then taken to Louella Stud, and I also remember going with Jimmy H to collect her when she stopped laying eggs. Meeting the famous Louis Massarella and his son’s John & Mark. Then we had another famous name in Matt Jamieson of Annan who won Nantes in 1969 and Sartilly in 1982 and 4 years later in 1986 he won Nantes for the 2nd time. I started as a scribe in 1976 and had the pleasure of visiting Jock McKinnon of Ladybank in 1979 to report on his Falaise winner ‘Lorna’ named after his daughter. Needless to say, this was me hooked on long distance national racing and I’m very disappointed at the situation we are now in.  Going back to ‘Lorna’ she was in the breeding of Eddie Newcombe’s 1st SNFC Rennes winner of 1984 whom he named ‘De Lorna’. During this time, we had Jim Sanderson of Pathhead in Midlothian who won the longest distance national from Nantes in 1981 & 1982. Dale Newcombe won Rennes in 1981; Then the famous ‘Falahill Superstar’ of Eddie Callaghan & son of Fauldhouse who Rennes in 1986 and was purchased by Louis Massarella (which was the talking point on everyone’s lips at that time). During this time, we were astonished at the results of E Hodgson & Son of Annan who won Sartilly (1) in 1986; 1987 & 1991; then Rennes and Sartilly in 1990; Falaise in 2008 and Clermont in 2010 truly outstanding achievements. 1992 is a year that I will always remember as Kevin and I won the Sartilly SNFC with ‘Mystical Rose’ and that same year our old club mate from Kennoway Jock Honeyman won the Rennes national with ‘Honeyman’s Dream’. We both took our national winners up to Arbroath Open Show (which fellow scribe Jim George ‘Round O’ as he was known) asked us to take our national winners to show to the fanciers who attended the event. Dale won his 2nd Rennes national in 1993 and the following year was the SNFC Centenary year, Matt McLauchlan & son Mathew won the Gold Cup from Rennes. From my own little village of Thornton, (where we live now) had the famous Jock Trail who won Niort in 1996 & Nantes in 1997. Then we have the famous Willie & Barry Kinnear of Edinburgh who won La Ferte Barnard in 2004; Ypres 2009 and Reims 2020. Back to the south section and we have Craig Halbert of Eastriggs who won Ancenis twice in 2014 & 2016. Sinclair Thomson & Son Sinclair who have won the SNFC Clermont in 2013; Eastbourne in 2015; Maidstone in 2018 & Brighton in 2022; then in the SNRPC won Peterborough in 2019 and Newark young birds in 2022. One of my weekly PRO’S Tom McEwen & son of Elphinstone have won 3 nationals these being Cheltenham in 1970; Sartilly (2) in 1985 and Tours in 2005; and of course, we now come to the Champion of Champions Billy Bilsland of Ayton who has now won 10 SNFC national races and 4 SNRPC national races. Which is quite astonishing when you think that these national wins have been achieved in the short space of time of 8 years, which is truly remarkable. Billy has won 5 old bird nationals and 9 young bird nationals and his name will live in the annuals of Pigeon History for years to come. I have been compiling an article on this man since I found out that he is now giving up the pigeon in November and hopefully I can have this acknowledgement of this wonderful man finished in time prior to his clearance sale.
	
	
	

	Photograph of Visitor 
Margaret and I were making the evening meal this week; when I looked out the side window of the kitchen and could not believe my eyes! ‘Margaret come and look at this I said’. I picked up my mobile phone and took a picture of it as it sat on our bird bath in the front of our small stock loft. Needless to say, there was not a pigeon in the aviary; or any small birds flying about. When I opened the back door, it took off and the quietness was unbelievable. As beautiful as it looks this could have done a lot of damage to one of my stock birds; if I had let them out. See photograph. 
	


Joe’s Joke 
Ed and Nancy met while on a singles cruise and Ed fell head over heels for her. When they discovered they lived in the same city only a few miles apart Ed was ecstatic. He immediately started asking her out when they got home. Within a couple of weeks, Ed had taken Nancy to dance clubs, restaurants, concerts, movies, and museums. Ed became convinced that Nancy was indeed his soul mate and true love. Every date seemed better than the last. On the one-month anniversary of their first dinner on the cruise ship, Ed took Nancy to a fine restaurant. While having cocktails and waiting for their salad, Ed said, "I guess you can tell I'm very much in love with you. I'd like a little serious talk before our relationship continues to the next stage. So, before I get a box out of my jacket and ask you a life changing question, it's only fair to warn you, I'm a total golf nut. I play golf; I read about golf; I watch golf on TV. In short, I eat, sleep, and breathe golf. If that's going to be a problem for us, you'd better say so now!" Nancy took a deep breath and responded, "Ed that certainly won't be a problem. I love you as you are and I love golf too; but, since we're being totally honest with each other, you need to know that for the last five years I've been a hooker." Ed said, "I bet it's because you're not keeping your wrists straight when you hit the ball. 

Please continue to keep the news flowing; to Joe Murphy Mystical Rose Cottage 2 Flutorum Avenue Thornton by Kirkcaldy KY1 4BD or phone 01592 770331 or Email to joejmurphy1@gmail.com REMEMBER THE J IN THE MIDDLE or you can also view online editions on: www.elimarpigeons.com www.fancierchat.co.uk www.pigeon-chat.co.uk - www.Pigeonbasics.com - Pigeon Racing the Basics! - thecanadianpigeoninternational.com www.internationalracingpigeon.com or https://sites.google.com/site/internationalracingpigeon/ Who wish my weekly contribution portfolio on pigeon topics from Scotland?
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