The Joe Murphy Column 
I received a nice email surprise this week when Stephen Lloyd of Anglesey wrote; ‘Hi Joe, I hope this email finds you well. I have a winner to report from the birds I bought from the auction. I took 1st place in our 2nd young bird race from 86 miles on Wednesday with a blue cock from SU20 AF2039 x B15-4235165. Really good performance it was too from this bird. The bloodlines of the pair are Danial Aeren’s down from a sister to ‘I Had A Dream’ winner of 1st international hens & 5th open Barcelona International. The Belgium rung pigeon is down from Gaston Van Wouwer bloodlines. Stephen informed me that he had a bird going in the Shropshire OLR hot spot 1 today (GB22A92647) and this is out of a blue cock SU20 AF2086 that I also got from the auction. Our syndicate name is The Lloyds Boys. Just thought I’d let you know in case you follow the one loft races. If I have any others to report I will let you know. All the best yours Stephen. I wrote back to him thanking him for his email which gave us a great boost as he is the only person to contact us regarding success with the birds purchased at the sales. We wished him well in the other races. Another email, this time from a fancier I have not seen for a good few years ago. He wrote, ‘Hi Joe. How are you and hope this email finds you in your best health. It’s a long time since I met you and the longer its email goes on the penny will drop. Back in 2004 is when I roughly gave the pigeon racing up and did have a good turn of winning in West Lothian and Central Fed, flying out of Blackburn, West Lothian. This club no longer exists, anyway way back when I bought a young bird in 2003 from your son Kevin, I had the fortunate delight to pick the squeaker up from yourself. Thus, me getting roped in to doing you a favour of taking that tree trunk out of your front garden for you, I’m sure the mist will be clearing from your head now and remember me, as I have the same surname as you. Jim Murphy. It was the toughest, most physical job I had ever endured, but would never admit that at the time. I would rather go 12 rounds with Mike Tyson than take another tree trunk out in Thornton LOL. However, I gave up the pigeons as I couldn’t give my usual 120% which was needed to win in my area. I took up golf and continued plodding away with Football 5- a-sides. I’ve always kept my neb into the pigeons and getting the odd Homing World hand me down from Jim Barrons who lives in the same village as me (Seafield, West Lothian). He keeps a lovely stamp of a pigeon and is never far away in the Armadale Club. I’m really thinking of starting up again as I like and enjoy the competition and been offered a whole round of late bred’s from Jim Barrons, his pigeons would grace any loft, but it’s convincing the wife as I am 60 this November. But I do know how to win which is half the battle. Anyway, I turn the pages in the BHW when I open it to your column first then read from there. So, I hope you remember me Joe and I hope this little note brings you some cheer to your afternoon and some kind of smile to the day. 
And by the way I’m considering suing you for that tree trunk, my backs never been the same since. (Only Joking). Speak soon and keep up the good work in your column. Feel free to mention me if you wish yours Jim Murphy’. It was good to speak to Jim after all these years and I forwarded him a couple of photographs of the garden just now. Which he was quite impressed by, I also offered to breed Jim some youngster next year if he does continue to join the sport as I have old stagers that if they fill their eggs would be worth trying out. Jim said he would gladly take up on the offer of some young birds to race, as I race young birds quite hard. My claim to fame is, in 1995 I won Region D in the young bird national from Worcester and claiming 10th open winning a TV, so I’m no novice if starting up. It was good to hear from Jim and I wish him well for the future.  


Race Results 
Angus Federation
News from Kenny Droog who writes, the federation were at Wooler on 6th August with the 640 birds up at 08-00 am in a light south west wind. Although clear at the liberation site through Fife and Angus is was very overcast with some light rain, the convoy was a little slower than anticipated. However, one bird had different ideas and somehow left the rest behind doing 1253.16 with the next bird only doing 1149.23 and followed by 1139.88. The winning hen was flying away up at Edzill to the loft of Willie Macknight and is a small apple body hen racing only to the perch. Willie now in his 80’s only races a small team (17), this hen was flying on her own, Willie had her in the clock 4 minutes clear of the next bird in Forfar belonging to Davie Glen but flying a further 7.5 miles. She was bred by Ken Droog and her dam has bred a bird to score in the National she is closely related to the late Pros Rooson’s great breeder ‘Freddy’ her sire being a double grandson and her dam down through ‘Blauw Prins’ Feddy`s famous son, the sire of the winner is a Geerinckx based cock who won out of the SNRPC Billericay this year. 1st club Arbroath is the Federation president Grahame McKenzie who`s bird wins 2nd Federation, up at Gourdon D & D Hay are having a super start to the young bird season now winning 3rd and 6th federation. Charlie & Glen Cameron had good day also winning 4th 5th and 6th Fed. While down in Forfar 12 birds hit the town with Davie Glen taking 2nd & 7th club and 8th to 13th in the federation with Kenny Droog winning 14th to 19th places.   
East Section is won by Grahame McKenzie of Arbroath with D & D Hay of Gourdon winning 2nd 6th & 7th section. Charlie & Glen Cameron are 3rd 4th & 5th with G Campbell of Montrose club winning 8th spot and Les McKay of Arbroath club takes the 9th & 10th positions. 
Club Winners as follows; Forfar 414 birds winner W Macknight on 1235.16 velocity; Montrose 33 birds winner G Campbell velocity 968.98; Gourdon 55 bird’s winners are D & D Hay velocity 1139.88; Arbroath 138 birds winner Graham McKenzie velocity 1149.22.  
Arbroath RP Club 
News from Charlie Cameron who writes, ‘We had 4 members sending 138 birds to Wooler for our 3rd young bird race of the season; 138 birds were liberated at 08-00 hours into a light south west wind. Taking top spot is Grahame McKenzie with a GB22V 90969 to record a velocity of 1149.223(this bird won 2nd federation) 2nd 3rd & 4th are Charlie & Glen with Les McKay winning 5th 6th & 7th places and Charlie & Glen winning the remaining places. 
Almond Valley Federation 
Secretary Lynne Stewart forwarded a copy of the federations result of the Stobbs Camp race flown on the 6th August with the 1140 birds liberated at 07-30 hours. Taking the first 6 positions plus 13th & 14th open are P & R Fairley of East Calder or Balerno (think there was a mistake) Freddie Jamieson & son of East Calder club are 7th 10th 11th 23rd to 27th open. Henderson & Connolly of Bonnybridge club are 8th with Burnside & Drysdale of East Calder winning 9th open. Mr & Mrs Fleming of East Calder club are 12th 15th 16th & 29th open. Dougie Bauld of Balerno club is 17th 19th 32nd 35th & 36th places. Vic Couper of Bonnybridge club is 18th & 30th open with Cairns & Hardie of the same club in 20th spot with Geordie Harris of the same club winning 21st open. Colin Bain & W Fairley of Balerno club are 22nd with John Hadfield of West Calder in 28th spot. R & L MacDuff of Bonnybridge club are 31st with T Gavin of Fauldhouse club winning 33rd & 34th open. Law & Brady (2) of Bonnybridge club are 37th with J Burt of West Calder in 38th place. Taking the last 2 places are Bonnybridge clubs J Urquhart. 
Club winners as follows;
Balerno 57 birds; D Bald 1024.212, 1012.251, C Bain & W Fairley 1009.342, D Bald 977.122 
Bonnybridge 251 birds; Henderson & Connolly 1057.701, V Couper 1023.270, Cairn’s & Hardie 1012.089, G Harris 1010.495 
Carnwath 200 birds; Thomson Bros 770.952, 759.256, 758.892, 746.032
 East Calder 166 birds; P & R Fairley 1162.879, 1159.702, 1155.683, 1114.044 
Fauldhouse 303 birds; T Gavin 974.489, 971.982, C & C Smillie 940.700, Lumsden & Colligan & Hope 936.062 
Dundee & District HS 
News from press officer Brian Donnelly who writes; Hi Joe, For our 3rd young bird race of the season we were at Wooler, around 78 miles to most club members. 8 members sent 259 birds; these were liberated at 09-45 into a west wind. Taking the first 3 positions in the club this week is federation president, John Wiseman. John's first bird on 1152 ypm is bred from a son of ‘New Rainman’ when paired to a daughter of Bruce McKenzie's ‘Red Tornado’.  [New Rainman and Red Tornado are both national winners]. John's 2nd bird on 1150 ypm is bred from a son of Graeme Mac Kenzie's double Combine winner when paired to a hen from Lee Fribbins, Van Rijn lines. John's third bird on 1141-7 ypm is bred from a son of the late John Duthie's 2 Gold Cup winners, ‘Better Still’ and ‘Burnside Christina’, when paired to a daughter of Brian Hawes combine winner, ‘Louisiana’. John's birds are flown on the sliding door system. 4th club, is last week's club winner, Graeme MacKenzie on 1141-2 ypm. Congratulations John and Graeme! Kind regards Brian.
East of Scotland Federation
News from Tom McEwen who informed me that the federation did not have a race this week, as the driver took ill, and as they do not have a back up driver, it was decided to cancel this week’s race. 
Fife Federation of Homing Pigeon Societies; 
News from federation secretary Geordie Todd with the following race result of the Wooler young bird race flown on the 7th August with the 1049 birds liberated at 10-00am into a west to south west wind. The federation top 10 are the same as the East Section which had Kennoway club sending 154 birds; Methilhaven 101 birds; St Andrews 96 birds and Tayport 85 birds. The 1st 4 places plus 6th & 8th go to Brian Chalmers of Kennoway. Tam Laing is 5th & 9th with Jocky Scott winning 7th place. Sean Diamond is 10th.  The West Section had Dunfermline club sending 238 birds; Lochgelly 87 birds and Crossgates club 288 birds. Davie Hunter of Lochgelly club takes the number 1 spot with J Hynd & son of Crossgates club taking the remaining positions from 2nd to 10th. 
Centre section is won by Sean Diamond who is also 3rd 4th 6th to 8th with Brian Kinnear winning 2nd 5th 9th & 10th positions. 
Kingdom Racing Pigeon Association 
News from Pete Penman who writes; ‘Hi Joe, the Kingdom RPA were at Alnwick for their 2nd   young bird race. Liberated into a strong west wind they found it hard going with a few still missing by Sunday tea time. Leading the way this week is St. Serfs Stevie Fleming with a home bred blue cock flying to the perch. Second and third is Coaltown's John Dinsdale. First over the trap was a John Mackenzie x Robert O Jones blue hen, then a home bred Janardan chequer hen. Fourth place goes to the ever-present Dyke Armour of Coaltown with a home bred Rod Sparkes out of the stock loft. Fifth place goes to John Dinsdale with a John Mackenzie x Jock King blue cock. 6th goes to Dyke Armour with a home bred chequer hen. St Serfs club saw Jim Benvie take 2nd & 3rd club. The Kingdom RPA were at Alnwick on the 7th August with the convoy of 247 birds. Taking 1st place is S Fleming of St Serfs with a bird doing a velocity of 1071.011. Jock Dinsdale of Coaltown of Balgonie club is 2nd 3rd & 5th J D Armour of the same club wins 4th 6th to 16th then 18th to 24th then 26th 28th & 30th with Jim Benvie of St Serfs in 17th 25th & 27th with Gary Hall winning 29th open. 
Scottish Central Federation 
News from Bernie who writes; The federation had 1050 birds at Swalwell on the 6th August these were liberated at 08-00 hours into a south west wind. Taking 1st fed is Tam Manger with a blue chequer cock; he was also 12th 13th 14th 16th 17th 18th 19th & 20th federation.
Winchburgh & District PC.
Had 8 members sending 288 birds, the winner is Tam Manger with a with a blue chequer cock a Herman’s Ceuster bred by Richard Elliot, this being a grandson of ‘Broken Foot’, ‘Lady Chester Thunderbolt’. 2nd club 9th federation are Tom & Georgina Weir with a blue hen flown on darkness. Sire is a bird from Gerry Francis while the dam was 2nd French young bird derby. 3rd club 12th federation is Tam Manger with a blue pied cock bred by Wright Brothers Van Leemputten.  
Broxburn & Uphall PC.
First club is Sid Steven & Davie Gullane with a dark chequer cock on darkness, flying to the perch his breeding is off stock birds gifted to them by John McNeill contain Sanny’s Memory lines and ‘Heather’ his 2nd open Gold Cup winner. (Davie Gullane is also the SHU stray centre manager who does a great job with the birds that stray on race days). 2nd club is Hugh Rafferty with a chequer cock on darkness he is a Gabby Vandenabeele from D & J Hawkins (these Gabby’s are flying well for Hugh). 3rd club is Sid Steven & Davie Gullane, with a chequer cock on darkness from the racing loft, a Lambrecht again from John McNeill stock. Thanks once again for adding us to your weekly column Joe, take care Bernie’. 
North of Scotland Federation
News from George Duthie with the result of the Brechin (2) young bird race flown on the 7th August with 54 members sending 1367 birds, the convoy were liberated with no wind at the race point. East Section 22 members sent 706 birds 
West Section 32 members sent 661 birds 
The federation east section members win the first x 24 positions in the race; Colin McRae of Fraserburgh & District win 1st 2nd & 4th both places in section and open. A W Buchan of the same Fraserburgh club wins 3rd & 5th place. N Holt of Peterhead & District is 6th 8th & 9th positions. W Henderson of Fraserburgh West End club is 7th 10th & 15th. Stuart Maskame of Peterhead & District club is 11th 12th & 19th positions. A Higgins of Fraserburgh West End club is 13th 14th & 17th with D Ward of the same club winning 16th spot. R Barclay of Fraserburgh West End club is 20th & 24th places. R Bain of Fraserburgh & District wins 21st 22nd & 23rd places. Fulton & Ritchie loft 2-win 1st 2nd & 3rd West Section 25th 26th & 27th open. With G Findlay of Peterhead & District club winning 25th east section 28th open A Wilson of Devern Valley club wins 4th west section 29th open and A Milne of the same club wins 5th6th & 7th west section 30th 31st & 32nd open. J Abel of Devern Valley club is 8th & 10th west section 33rd & 36th open with N Raymond of the same club winning 9th west section 34th open. 
Clubs First Bird; 
Fraserburgh & District; winner C McRae velocity 1554.291
Peterhead & District; winner N Holt velocity 1506.072
Fraserburgh West End; winner W Henderson velocity 1503.947
Devern Valley; winner Fulton & Ritchie loft 2 velocity 1361.704
Inverurie; winner S Witherspoon velocity 1288.076
Buckie & District winner is F Carstairs velocity 1151.105 
Keith; winner is A Cruickshank velocity 1471.019
Elgin & District; winner W Ritchie velocity 882.017 
Well done to Colin McRae on topping the federation and to Fulton & Ritchie loft 2 on winning the West Section. 
Space Weather
27-day Space Weather Outlook Table issued 8th August 2022 

   UTC      Radio Flux   Planetary   Largest
  Date       10.7 cm      A Index    Kp Index
2022 Aug 08     116          18          5
2022 Aug 09     112          14          4
2022 Aug 10     112          10          3
2022 Aug 11     112           8          3
2022 Aug 12     110           5          2
2022 Aug 13     110           5          2
2022 Aug 14     108           5          2
2022 Aug 15     108           5          2
2022 Aug 16     108           5          2
2022 Aug 17     106         22          5
2022 Aug 18     104         15          4
2022 Aug 19     104         15          4
2022 Aug 20     104           8          3
2022 Aug 21     102           5          2
2022 Aug 22      98            5          2
2022 Aug 23     100           5          2
2022 Aug 24     102           5          2
2022 Aug 25     100           5          2
2022 Aug 26     102           5          2
2022 Aug 27     100         12          4
2022 Aug 28     102           8          3
2022 Aug 29     102           8          3
2022 Aug 30     102           8          3
2022 Aug 31     108           5          2
2022 Sep 01     114            5          2
2022 Sep 02     116            5          2
2022 Sep 03     116          14          4
Joe’s Joke
A grade three teacher is giving a lesson on nutrition, and she decides to ask her students what they had for breakfast. To add a spelling component, she asks the students to also spell their answers. Susan puts up her hand and says she had an egg, 'E-G-G'. 'Very good', says the teacher. Peter says he had toast 'T-O-A-S-T' 'Excellent.' Johnny has his hand up and the teacher reluctantly calls on him 'I had bugger all', he says 'B-U-G-G-E-R-A-L-L'. The teacher is mortified and scolds Johnny for his rude answer. Later when the lesson turns to geography, she asks the students some rudimentary questions. Susan correctly identifies the Capital of Canada. Peter is able to tell her which ocean is off Canada's east coast. When it's Johnny's turn the teacher remembers his rude answer from the nutrition lesson, and decides to give him a very difficult question. Johnny, she asks 'Where is the Welsh border?' Johnny ponders the question and finally says, 'The Welsh boarder is in bed with my mother; that's why I got bugger all for breakfast'.

Please continue to keep the news flowing; to Joe Murphy Mystical Rose Cottage 2 Flutorum Avenue Thornton by Kirkcaldy KY1 4BD or phone 01592 770331 or Email to joejmurphy1@gmail.com REMEMBER THE J IN THE MIDDLE or you can also view online editions on: www.elimarpigeons.com www.fancierchat.co.uk www.pigeon-chat.co.uk - www.Pigeonbasics.com - Pigeon Racing the Basics! - thecanadianpigeoninternational.com www.internationalracingpigeon.com or https://sites.google.com/site/internationalracingpigeon/ Who wish my weekly contribution portfolio on pigeon topics from Scotland?
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