) . '1st°& 10th Combine.”
There Wera-oply 13 atrivals in the
Derwent Valiey Fed on the night;

X that won';
recorded 1024y pim: 1 recollect that ..
almost 4]l organisations that

compste
wegken, rienced very diffi-:
cult races, 'and I'}now-that the
velocity of the Cambrian Combine
winnér:compayed favourably with
all other winners, =~ .- o
The Cunibrian pigéons went

baclk to France the following weelk .

to compete from Nantes as, part of.
the Ghris:Catterall race, and in
contrasting ‘conditions Bobby &
Martin timed:their dark w/f .cock
at 4.35 on the day of liberation, -
following 'a 6,20 liberation to be

1st:Fe 5t ‘Combine

1481ypmi e

Inl itings; "Andrew
Neilson-Hutton stated that a
measure of the quality of 2 family
was the longevity ‘and vigour of
the'principal pigegns in the
family, ‘both. as racers and.
sreeders.. When David ‘and il
viewed ‘the pigeons’in' 1988 we
3aw two magnificent 'aged hens
which at ‘the time were still’
reeding winners::One of the hens |
#as-a red chequer containing the
inles ‘of one’of the oripinal -mealy .
wacks x Tommy Buck Bricoux. She.
12d been 2nd Fed Nentes in 1980
ind 1st Fed Nantes in 1981 She -
‘ompeted a,
982 but .

A
ras 3rd Fed. ‘She veturned
avourite racepdint in 1985 and.-
gain made-the Fed list, and then .
1;1986 she went' back onte ‘more:
rhffl nine yedrs-old and was 11th:

e

Tartin an-important ‘member; of -
ie racing partnership hit’in his

intail fancier, indeed-he is one of-

] g

and 8.29, 1o be'1st ' the country, winning. at-all'the

rablue cheguer.:
the .Combine

om :France-over that -

- their tails'to.have _them' set "retired prematurely fror

~he was gified & pair, Bobby subse: . wis o direet Belgian-rung Bostyn -,

‘coached the young fancier, In |
= 1878 Martin ‘gained Champipn

- which'is the prémier fancy pigeon
... show in the country. He has
2 subsequently .won the event on a

1990, the partners
- fro

: b his - partners’ second pigeon from
wn tight is'a véry accomplished ' Renneés in:1988 to-be.drd ‘Fed,

5 in: agrldth Fed; section is divided ‘into thrée
“.andwas then doubled back into - compartmerits each containing - "
“major shows, and hei:}'%fasked to . ‘Niprt and won the Fed by one  eight ‘nesthoxes, and the ¥B
judge ‘around ‘the world. . 7 hour.- SHe was given the -same-. section ig kitted gut with hox "
ime the fantails were housed ina -preparation:in- 1990, she was . perches. The loft iz .of wooden -
ompurtment of the racing loft]  again 14th Fed from Reénnes, and construction, lined with poly---
and David-and I were fascrnated . on this occasion won the Fed from - styrene and’ lywood, it is eight™ -
a3 we watehed Martin work ‘with' Niort by approx three hours: On - feet deep wi i a tiled apex roof,"
them. Considerable technique | each oeeasion from Niort she was there is a corrider along the |
was required and the birds timed at'circa 7 2m on the second length of the structure; and the' ",
intended for the shows were being.- morning ' and ° then. ‘when. birdstrap throagh the open'door. -
S e : 27 In former years the .partners
- only housed 14 pairs but antici-
pating “Season 1997, they
curréntly have 34 OBs to race,
- and as they work away to. fe
establish the family, also have
* - several" older stock ‘pigeons]
- including the' good blue pied hen.

the hestfancy pigeon fanciers in

- suctessful they have béen at re
establishing their team; measured
. by the success ‘of the loft in
- 1896, ; The fir: ]’
the 18 i
June’ 1 whe 4 ra

- liberated at.§ am intoa' SW wind
. Bobby & ‘Martin' timed at. 3:02
- be 2nd Clib, 10th'Fed. They th
'~ advanced-to Rennes on. June ‘1

: and following g 5.35°am liberatio;
Cintd'a NE .wind,"the par
: three to be-1st; 2nd:
“lat,; 6th & !

sel up ‘by.ﬁlie'ﬂtmg and tzt'ping'__--ghsoiﬁf:r_ely-.-‘at her peal she wi

ey e st basket as she. developed a” eyst oo

's interest in fantails': gne: wing “but, - fortunately,
-emanateéd from 'when he was:a  contindes to breed. The sire; inci-
small boy and.attended a’cage " ‘dentally, was inbred to the ‘orig-
bird shiow with his. father where, inal mealy pied ¢ock, 'and the'dam’

quently éncouraged him to.keep : which Bobby obtained from Eric."
xhibition fantails; &nd when he" Edwards, which had cost £86 -
/a3-12 yéars old he purchased a “when ‘purchased from' Belgium'in. -
air’ from ‘Norman.!Isle ™ of 1974 7 000 R
Yaddlethorpe and ‘subséquently ;
de-a further purchase from * ] ) _
George Turner, County. Durham.- early 19905 Bobby, & Martin lost a .
As-a ld-yéar-old lad he wod BYR | number of quality pigeons to'ths
n the large!Bgremont' Show wpredator: from ‘the’ sky!: The .
which ' “further whetted his, .Cumbiian Federations also expe-
ppetite, he then‘_fmade'addlt;b_nal“_._rigng:ed'.s'eyefal_ trying Channel . W
i -:races with resultant casualties. . ni
7 Over the past three or four years; i
theréfore, the ‘partners have
orked st consolidating their.
BT riesy and, he' team by breeding around the
articularl couraged:-and;’ ven lines inthe 1oft, reintro-  fr
-ducing” théir own ‘bloodlines from
fancier-friends; who had previ-
ously recaived’ pigeons from
Flimby:and by, maﬁing oceasional . {
intreductions: They have, for
example; tried several Alfons .
auwens and made an introdue.’ § _
tion from Michael Spencéer.of  Circle;: s omb; 3
Barnoldswick. -~ - 0 U proved diffiedlt’ nly
~+In"recent ‘years also; Martin -making honie on the nigh
and his good lady moved resi- the Combitie  and the
dence ‘to 'a’ property: outside  winnher was Iy
Flimby, where a new loft was  West Cumb
erected and on Gopd Friday, 1994, ‘atipn:-
he ;pigeons ‘were moved ta. the
new:address, The loft complex;
now comprises a 22-feei long: Ines raceas a2 befor,
section for old birds,- 10-feét- long ' going to" Nantes.in 1996 was Zn
sectiofi for yuung'hir‘dsfﬂd'—a', - Club, 10th Fed, 4th. Cumberlan

section for the fantail OB :Bocial Circle i Bartilly.-He:

Fantail and Best Bird In Show
with. a white- fantail cock at ‘the
prestigious :Dencaster; Sho

artners’ ‘the Fed
om: Niort with their brilliant

blue pied hen. This’

10th ‘Combine, She Went' back




f _gbasketed for. Nantes 51tf:1ng ten- : {

.. .day eggs, and h15 second flight. . through the'" prog‘ramme and as.
.- was half:grown, I made reference vedrlings they go'to-the:

“+to, Bobby & Martin making intro- - -When 2yu'they go to the Channe
- ‘ductions from Michael Spencer,” dnd in keeping. with many of the!
~and the: dam of the: Combine. Cumbrian - ‘fancie ‘they.
winner is, in faet, from that frequently. have ‘birds ace frum
:Eource bemg & double grand- Channel races’in a season.

deupghter of ‘Scottish: Lﬁdy’ Ay r-item i i
Final .Channelevent i in 1996 +The

e .

> Blackpasl-Show = pieture show:

erp]amed that pigeons that have |-
- Hot scored by the titie they are fﬁ?;gg’;‘f}j};};};aimacy plc!-cm%_,:

b - 2y0, are disposed ‘of'The loftis |
“eleaned fiviee 4 day diiring wintér:
10th &. llth Fed w1th theu‘_,; ‘and three times & day daring .
eadmcr amval which: was timed - summer, and.in'th tlean’ envi

.89, bet ‘Combine_ Their’ ronment the ibirdsidre
d . floor, Bobby, has eipl; jine tome
frequently -that to ‘come
Pigeonsg:ta. cumpete fro
Channell one Ter

oy g fi:
native brown trout a.ud ‘graylings,
1) mcl' ded on'a pnvate stretehin

; -of
:“Colombgvac hupes o be ~able to
: snte thinthe:w :

-Dam of this cock ‘wds actually
-'glred Dy m¥ ‘own son:Scof Prior to

and-thi§' mating produced ‘4 hen

. tlonaHy -fed turkey grower pelle
: ‘._.:whlch g :the;dam nff‘t}ﬁe 2ndFed

“(witheut any antibietics’ -added)," '
and.-when’the sg]ected':candldntes roe.
5 e’béing ‘prepared for Channal < p TEET s nesting! alnng e
,.com tition, they nre fod four to: - Cumbrian ¢oastline and in’ almost;
peantits daily. Linseed is fed~  every;valleyin the Lake Distric

very parmgly asa condltwmng hi:] partners.now’ WU_I'k ithe
irds

d
ealth, s all’ 1mpurtant Bobby &
artinishare 'a close friendship
with kn nE{ghbour'_.Raymond

} r a’ great- uently lose plgeons e :
eal-from their friend. They own’ bsérvation 15 all 1mportant in
ch they use to hilst the ‘partners: aini

Preventive, and fnstedd they tren
individual-pigeons enly-that do’
indeed Have something wron

;‘and they: aré; he
agam to'retard the
“of their established




