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Dear Sir
Proposed pigeon loft, land south of 24 Lamberton Holding, Lamberton.
Planning applicaton ref. 13/00578/FUL

I have viewed the above planning application on the council’s website & would urge the planning department to approve the application. 
The proposals are temporary with a view to being replaced with a permanent structure after presumably agreement with the council. The temporary lofts as well as giving the impression of being temporary also look agricultural in form & nature & give an appearance not uncommon in their agricultural surroundings.

Pigeon breeding and rearing is historically an agricultural pursuit that has been carried out throughout Britain and beyond for centuries and therefore as such is suitable in this context. Pigeon breeding & rearing is no different from the rearing and breeding of horses, both are agricultural pursuits were the animal involved is raised and cared for ultimately leisure or sporting uses. I trust the council agrees with this. 

Everyone in the pigeon racing world knows Billy Holland, the applicant, he is well known and highly regarded for his breeding, rearing of and taking care of high quality racing pigeons. The pigeons he cares for at his lofts near Kirkintilloch are looked after in a clean and safe environment and I am sure this shall also be the case at the proposed lofts.

I note the location of the proposals is just off the A1, a considerable distance from any residential properties. This seems an ideal location although pigeons have a minimal impact on residential properties, many pigeon fanciers stay in villages, towns & cities including many in the Scottish Borders. The pigeons give their owners great enjoyment without hindrance to their neighbours.

The lofts are ideally located for pigeon racing, on the East coast away from the hills, near to the sea. This is the on the ideal flight path for pigeons as the pigeons after their release on race days do not have to navigate through valleys & around hills, they have a more direct, straight flight path enhancing their chances of victory and success.

In addition to employment the lofts shall draw in some tourism with pigeon fanciers coming from all over to view the birds. This shall aid the local economy with local shops & hotels benefiting. The local community may take a great interest in the birds, there are already many pigeon fanciers in the area, the lofts may encourage more in to the sport & give some an interest in the general husbandry of birds. The lofts themselves will require services which shall also aid the local economy, the pigeons require to be fed and the lofts require to be maintained.
I welcome the proposals; the lofts shall bring great benefits to the area and local community. The planning department should approve the application.

Yours faithfully
